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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 6294 

THE FOLLOWING TEL FROM MADRAS SENT ACTION NEW DELHI INFO 
BOMBAY DTD MAY 25 IS REPEATED: 

QUOTE 

MADRAS 513 

E. 0.11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, IN, SCUL 

SUBJECT: NORTON SIMON' S STATUE 

REF : MADRAS 494 ; NEW DELHI 6026 

1. DURING CONVERSATION CONVERING SEVERAL SUBJECTS WITH 
TAMIL NADU INSPECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE ARUL MAY 24 
( MADRAS 510), IG MADE FOLLOWING POINTS REGARDING PUR- 
LOINED NATARAJA NOW POSSESSED BY NORTON SIMON: 

A. THE GOI IS NOW PLANNING TO PURSUE THE NATARAJA' S 
RETURN THROUGH BOTH INTERPOL CHANNELS AND GOVT- TO- GOVT 
REPRESENTATIONS. ARUL OPINED THAT THE LATTER MIGHT BE 
INITIATED BY AMBASSADOR- DESIGNATE KAUL, AFTER HE PRESENTS 
CREDENTIALS. INDIAN POLICE ARE VERY HAPPY WITH THE COOPERA- 
TION THEY RECEIVED FROM US NATIONAL CRIME DIVISION LIAISON 
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POINT WITH INTERPOL- WHEN DEPUTY INSPECTOR OF CID 
BRANCH KRISHNARAJ WENT TO WASHINGTON SOME MONTHS 
AGO TO INVESTIGATE THE CASE. 

B. BASED ON INFORMATION DEVELOPED TO DATE, ARUL 
SAID THE GOI BELIEVES THE NATARAJA WAS IMPORTED 
ILLEGALLY INTO THE US AND THUS MAY BE RECOVERABLE. 
THERE IS NO DOUBT IT WAS EXPORTED ILLEGALLY FROM INDIA, 
HE SAID. POLICE KNOW IT DEPARTED VIA JAPAN AIR LINES 

IN 1969, CONSIGNED AS A HOUSEHOLD EFFECT TO A NONEXIS- 
TENT " JOHNSTON" IN THE US. 

C. AFTER THEFT AND SUBSTITUTION OF THE STATUE SHORTLY 
SUBSEQUENT TO ITS DISCOVERY IN 1956, POLICE HAVE TRACED IT 
THROUGH HANDS OF SEVERAL DEALERS IN INDIA. THEY HAVE 
EVIDENCE IT WAS PURCHASED BY US DEALER HELLER FROM 
MEMBERS OF A NARAIN FAMILY IN BOMBAY, WHOM ARUL CHAR- 
ACTERIZED AS " NOTORIOUS SMUGGLERS." 

2. ARUL IS A MEMBER OF INTERPOL EXECUTIVE, AND DEPARTS 
JUNE 1 FOR PARIS INTERPOL MEETING. 

PALMER 

UNQUOTE 

MOYNIHAN 
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